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of the material progress of the country, which was a
striking feature of this budget speech.1 Mr. James
Lowther, indeed, ridiculed it as a rehearsal of the
" stalest pamphlets of the Cobden Club "; but it may
well be that generations will pass before the British
people reach again so high a level of widely diffused
comfort, of financial ease both public and private, of
social and political contentment, of class union, of
world power, and of superiority to foreign rivalry and
competition as they enjoyed in the closing years of
the great Queen,, before the outbreak of the South
African War. It was a culminating point in the
national history which Sir Michael Hicks-Beach did
well to celebrate in a passage the whole eloquence of
which lay in its facts and figures.

The most interesting points raised in the discussions
in Committee were (1) as to the burden imposed on
the poorer classes in general, and in Ireland in par-
ticular, by the proportion of indirect to direct taxa-
tion, and (2) as to the working of the new death duties.

The Keport of the Koyal Commission on the Finan-
cial Eelations between Great Britain and Ireland,
published in 1896 (C.5 8262), gave rise to the dis-
cussion on the first of these subjects. It is probable
that no financial Blue Book has aroused greater
public interest in our time, or produced more dis-
cussion both in Parliament and outside, than the
various reports contained in this volume ; with their
general concurrence in the view based on a series of
statistical approximations that, while the " taxable
capacity " of Ireland was about one-twentieth that
of Great Britain, her actual contribution to the

l. Debates, vol. xlviii., 1897, pp. 1263-1268.